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Exploitation Company," an Hungarian company. Ac-
cording to the forestry statistics, this concession covered
a wooded area containing the finest forests of resinous
trees and oak to he found in Anatolia. This Hungarian
company has not yet commenced operations. Another
illustration of a more recent willingness on the part of
the officials to make large grants appears in Article 11
of the Chester concession: "The company shall have the
right to obtain all the wood supply necessary for its
construction and for their maintenance from the public
forests, provided it conforms to the regulations laid
down ad hoc, and pays the usual charges/*
Little attempt has been made to curb destructive prac-
tices ; moreover, reforestation has been virtually untried.
Still, it should be mentioned that there is no record of
any wholesale, deliberate destroying*of forests by the
Turks except in the year 1823, exactly one hundred years
ago, when Sultan Mahmud drove the janissaries (the
palace military guard) into the forests near Constanti-
nople and then set the trees on fire. But in this instance,
the burnt over areas were taken care of so that now
these suburbs are covered with trees, largely of oak and
chestnut varieties. Reforestation in the Lebanon illus-
trates what can be accomplished in Anatolia. The
Turkish Director-General of Forests told me in 1920 that
successful attempts at regrowth were being made at
Handek near Izmid, at EsM Shehr, at Konia, and else-
where. Such recent attempts as have been made to
ameliorate conditions can be attributed largely to the
employment of foreign experts, notably of French and
Austrian nationalities.
The present state of Turkish forests, therefore, is the
result of lack of law enforcement, lack of appropriations
at the disposal of the Ministry, and the indifference of
both government and people. The unfortunate neglect
of forest resources is not more peculiar to Turkey than

